ABERDEEN CIVIC FORUM

MINUTE OF MEETING OF ABERDEEN CIVIC FORUM HELD IN THE TOWN HOUSE, ABERDEEN ON 13 SEPTEMBER 2016
Present:  (9)  Jonathan Smith, Chairperson,  (Castlehill and Pittodrie Community Council); Lavina Massie, Vice Chairperson, (Culter Community Council); Arthur Forbes (Grampian Senior Citizens Forum); Faith-Jason Robertson-Foy (Rosemount and Mile End Community Council); David Fryer (Torry Community Council); Guus Glass (Cults, Bieldside and Milltimber Community Council); David Henderson (Woodside Community Council); Charles Lowe (Braeside and Mannofield Community Council) – Minute Secretary; and Colin West (Mastrick, Sheddocksley and Summerhill Community Council.  

Also Present: (2) Val Vertigans, Policy Coordinator, Community Justice Redesign (Aberdeen City Council); - Item 1; and Lesley Simpson, Service Manager, Criminal Justice Social Work Services, (Aberdeen City Council) - Item 1. 

Apologies for Absence: (?)       
	Topic
	Discussion/Decision
	Action By

	1.  Community Justice 
	The Chairperson welcomed to the meeting Val Vertigans, Policy Coordinator, Community Justice Redesign, Aberdeen City Council and Lesley Simpson, Service Manager, Criminal Justice Social Work Services, Aberdeen City Council. He then invited them to give a presentation on Community Justice in Aberdeen and North-East.

Ms Vertigans began by explaining what Community Justice (CJ) was about; the new model and statutory requirement; the progress made in Aberdeen; and provided some statistical information including unemployment and perpetrators by age. She then circulated a report detailing the main CJ projects/services provided by various organisations and partners who had taken part in a recent mapping exercise.  She then answered various questions and explained that support was in place for victims of crimes and domestic abuse. She concluded by stating that a mechanism was being considered to engage with citizens and community groups for their input to CJ.

Ms Simpson explained that CJ works with people arrested and outlined the various support services provided to people in the CJ system. She circulated a case study report about The Caledonian Programme, a two-year programme that aims to target attitudes and beliefs that support domestic abuse.  She concluded by reporting that CJ would be holding another public community event in the Beach Ballroom in the coming months. 

The Chairperson reported that the Civic Forum should ask for more locally based custody places to be provided instead of detainees being taken to a central holding place outwith Aberdeen.

The Chairperson then thanked Ms Vertigans and Ms Simpson for their presentations and answering questions.

The Forum resolved:
to request Ms Vertigans and Ms Simpson to provide a copy of their PowerPoint presentations for circulation to all members of the Forum.

	JS


	2.   Minute of Previous Meeting 
	The Forum had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 18 May 2016.

The Forum resolved:
to approve the minute as a correct record.
	

	3.   Lead Group Minute
	The Forum had before it the minute of meeting of the Lead Group of 27 June 2016. 
The Forum resolved:
to note the minute..


	

	4.  Matters Arising
	(A) With reference to Item 3 of the minute of meeting of the Lead Group of 27 June 2016, David Fryer reported on the alleged impact and side effects on the environment and on the social, financial and health of citizens by establishing an Incinerator in Torry.  He also reported that he had attended a recent Local Inquiry to state objections to the proposed Incinerator and had presented evidence to support the harmful effects on public health caused by emissions/toxins from Incinerators.   
The Forum resolved:
to request the Chairperson to write to Community Planning Aberdeen expressing concern about a lack of information about the proposed incinerator, the potential side effects; the apparent lack of adequate research into its effect on the environment; and objecting to the importation of waste for incineration.
(B)  With reference to Item 3 of the minute of meeting of the Lead Group of 27 June 2016, Faith-Jason Robertson-Foy reported that work was in progress with regard to a Personal Care Planner.

The Forum resolved:
to note the report.

	JS


	5.  Civic Forum Information Pack and Constitution
	The Chairperson circulated an updated Civic Forum Information Pack and draft Constitution dated 23 August 2016.
The Forum resolved:
to review the Information Pack and draft Constitution at their next meeting. 


	

	6.  City Centre Masterplan
	Lavina Massie circulated the minute of meeting of the City Centre Masterplan Reference Group held on 1 September 2016 together with a report by the Chair of the Group on the City Centre Masterplan Phase 1 Project Update.  She referred to the need to have public “buy-in” to what was proposed in the Masterplan and what was happening to regenerate the City so that all citizens and businesses are actively engaged in promoting Aberdeen.

The Forum resolved:
(i) to request that Community Groups are consulted first on the proposed redevelopment of Union Terrace Gardens before the preferred bidder submits a detailed plan to redevelop the Gardens; and 

(ii) to circulate the minute and report to all members of the Forum.


	JS

	7.  Future Topics
	The Chairperson proposed that the Forum consider at least 2 of the following 3 topics in the near future, ie. (a) medical health care in Aberdeen and the North East; (b) service reorganisation of Police and Fire Services; and (c) City Centre Masterplan. 

The Forum resolved:
to approve the proposed suggestions. 

	



JS


	8.  Date of Next    Meeting 
	14 November 2016

	


4

