Aberdeen Civic Forum

Minutes of Meeting – Tuesday, 28th March 2017
Meeting held in The Town House, Broad Street, Aberdeen
	Topic
	Discussion/Decision
	Action By

	
1.  Attendance and apologies of absence
	
As noted in sign-in sheet, for reference.

The Chairperson welcomed everyone in attendance to the evening's meeting.


	

	
2.   Minutes of Meetings

	
As there was still an absence of Development Officer and members who had been taking minutes of previous meetings were not able to attend on the evening, the Chairperson agreed to take minutes for the meeting.

It was reported that the minutes may take some time to prepare, but would endeavour to be ready and uploaded to the new Civic Forum website he was also creating by later in the year.

The Group resolved:

(I) To thank the Chairperson for taking of minutes and creation of website, and support his negotiations with Community Planning to securing longer term administrative support for the future.

	Jonathan Smith 

	
3. Matters arising 


	- 
	

	
 4.  Development Plan and Community Planning Update
	
Community Representation

- It was reported that there were still a lower number of Community Representatives who are able attend the Community Planning 'Local Governance / Neighbourhood Groups' and Health and Social Care 'Locality Leadership Groups' while a higher number of Council and Community Planning Officers were in attendance to these meetings.

There was discussion on reasons for this which include a number of Community Councils and Community Groups still not being informed of when and where meetings are taking place, understanding the reason for them and what they do in willingness to come forward and be part of them, and the time that they are taking place, often during the day and in working hours which can be more difficult to attend.


The Chairperson shared that it is very positive to see that all the more of the community throughout Aberdeen and Scotland is interested in what is happening, and to have their say and genuinely listened to, to help make better, fairer and more inclusive decisions which will shape the future.

However, he also reinforced that it is vitally important to have Community Representatives not only at the Local and City-Wide level but at all levels, to ensure that there are a number of individuals in attendance to these meetings not simply as a 'rubber stamp' or 'tick-box' exercise, but to truly bring forward the views of communities, even when doing so can create a challenge to change how services are run and what those decisions will be to meet the needs of the community.

He also reported that he had been and would continue to be in contact with the Health and Social Care who have agreed to his recommendation of including more Community Representatives at the 'Locality Leadership Groups', and that he would look to raise awareness and support representatives in the community to learn more and become more involved.

The Group resolved:

To thank the Chairperson, and Members in securing this agreement with Health and Social Care Partnership, and to support the Chairperson and Civic Forum Representatives in continuing to make as strong a case as possible for increased engagement and Community Representatives to all levels of Community Planning.

	Chairperson

Representatives

	5. Community Planning

Priorities and views of communities
	
The Chairperson confirmed that following from his recommendation at the January AGM and with the unanimous support of members, that there would be a standing item included in all future meetings of the Civic Forum to providing updates and the chance to discuss each of the 'Themes' of Community Planning Partnership, including:

-/ Aberdeen Prospers Group: Economic growth, infrastructure, innovation and international links 
-/ Integrated Children's Services: Best start in life, safe, respected, included, achieving
-/ Resilient, Included and Supported Group: Supported, safe and resilient
-/ Sustainable City: Built environment, people friendly, accessible travel and transport
-/ Alcohol and Drugs Partnership: Increasing awareness, and support for lifestyles
-/ Community Justice: Improving chances, reducing offending
-/ Community Engagement Group: Empowerment for and engagement with communities
-/ Digital City Group: Digital connectivity, access to information, skills, innovation and education

There was discussion on some of these themes including:

- More broadband and internet needed for homes and small businesses, as well as larger companies
- More recruitment and resources required for schools, for pupil support and success in Aberdeen and North-East of Scotland
- More 'Strategic Parking' spaces required, to ensure that some of the proposed 'Pedestrianisation Areas' do not lead to less people travelling into and through the city
- More support and protection of identified 'Green Spaces', rather than simply sold for development. Developments and investment welcome but should not be at the expense of places where people can keep healthy, fit and active and socialise together


The Group resolved:

To request all Civic Forum Representatives to bring these recommendations and priorities forward to each of the Groups, and to follow their progress to report at future meetings of the Civic Forum.

	Representatives

	
 6. Civic Forum Representatives Update
	
Alcohol and Drugs Partnership

- Aileen Davidson reported that Police Scotland and other Community Planning Partners were able to take action on what are described as 'Legal Highs' and their availability to the public. Part of the issue is that there is legislation being passed which includes more of these 'Legal Highs' as a recognised risk to public and individual health, but there were still people consuming them at severe risk and hazard to their health. She reported that the steps taken were proving very successful in closing their supply, as well as informing the public, front-line staff and other colleagues as to their risk, which was leading to much less people seeking them out.

- Aileen Davidson also shared an update on the Partnership work that was happening to help care for those who are found to be drunk and incapable, and that this work was happening in place of the recently closed Centre.

The Civic Forum and Community Council Forum had previously expressed concern to all levels at the proposed close of the Centre, until and unless
 another alternative was put in place that would not leave out anyone requiring such assistance. This led to the Centre remaining open for an additional 6 months until Partnership work was started and demonstrated to be successful.

This has also led to less space being taken up at hospitals and in police cells, as preciously this was the default response for those who were found to be drunk and incapable.


Carers Group

Faith-Jason Robertson-Foy reported that she had been invited to a Carers Group which was being supported by the Health and Social Care Partnership, and that she would be reporting to the Civic Forum and Community Council Forum on what is discussed, and would also be taking forward the views,
priorities and issues in the community, and being experienced by Carers in particular.


Community Planning Board

The Chairperson reported that based on priorities that had come forward from the community and recommendations during previous meetings of the Civic Forum, the Community Planning Board were supporting the next phase of the Skills Development Scotland enterprise and skills review.

The Community Planning Board members also agreed for to explore more support and development for local businesses, and for this to include
continues success and support for businesses starting up.








The Group resolved:


- To thank the Chairperson, Community Justice Representatives and ADP Representatives in pursuing this issue so closely over previous months, as this has ensured that noone has been left out due to the closing of one service and creation of another. It was also highlighted that this is the kind of issue where a real and tangible difference can be made, as compared to only discussion which can also be important.

- To request Aileen Davidson as the Representative to ADP to continue to follow the progress of this service, and to keep updated everyone who would like to learn more.

- To strengthen contacts and communication with businesses and economy, as this was an area that was becoming an increasing priority to much of the community, especially for the wider economy and for future of the city and nationally.

- To wish the best of luck and support of Civic Forum to consult with communities and bring forward views in her role at the Carers Group.


	




















Aileen Davidson


Chairperson
Vice-Chairperson

Faith-Jason Robertson-Foy
Members




	7. Any Other Competent Business
	
Cash In Your Pocket

The Chairperson shared that more Public Services and Community Planning Partnered were looking to link with CIYP (Cash In Your Pocket) which is a project offering financial advice and guidance to anyone in need, and is partly funded by the Fairer Aberdeen Fund, as published in Annual Reports. This is because there is evidence demonstrating the success of CIYP and that being able to provide financial advice can alleviate a lot of crisis and emergency circumstances which could later emerge for individuals, families and communities.


	






	 
8. Future Meetings


	
The next meeting was scheduled for 25th April, 2017.
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