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 Community Representative Report, Recommendations


 Scottish Budget 18/ 19

 - Needs to include representation from Aberdeen and the North-East, particularly on national themes of Capital Investment, Infrastructure and Procurement and how this translates to communities at the local level, where communities can take part and have a say.

 The Cities Strategy

 - The key themes of this have been included in the City Region Deal and Regional Economic Strategy, including:

Infrastructure, Innovation, Inclusive Economic Growth and Internationalisation

 Communities and Business / Commercial Sector

 - Needs to be much stronger engagement with communities and with the business and economic sector on the themes of economic development, investment and employment, training and skills support.

 - Should include support for local business, Small and Medium Sized Enterprises as well as larger firms and groups.

 - Should be more information made available to communities both for employment opportunities and support to access them, but also support for entrepreneurship, beginning new businesses and the survival and taking forward of existing businesses.

 - Should be more information made available in city-wide, regional and national developments such as National Budget, City Region Deal, Regional Economic Strategy and more. This information should be made clear, accessible and transparent in an understandable way for anyone and everyone who has an interest and would like to take part in key areas.

 Proposed National Bank & Capital Investment / Infrastructure Fund

- The Community Planning Board and I have been in contact with Scottish Government colleagues to learn more of the proposed 'Scottish Bank' and 'Capital Infrastructure Investment Fund' that has been proposed by the Scottish Government in the Scottish Government 18/19 Budget.

 - We must ensure that seed funding, investment and any financial instruments take into account the needs of and identified priorities by communities at the local level – and from this, city-wide, regional themes.

 - We must also ensure that services and infrastructure such as key locations and buildings upon which communities depend and cherish are not put at risk through loans, or any other financial instruments. This must be protected and safeguarded in whatever further actions the city takes such as bonds, etc
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