Aberdeen Civic Forum

Minutes of Meeting – Tuesday, 29th May 2018
Meeting held in The Town House, Broad Street, Aberdeen
	Topic
	Discussion/Decision
	Action By

	
Welcome and Apologies
	


As noted in sign-in sheet, for reference.

The Chairperson welcomed everyone in attendance to the evening's meeting.


	

	
1. Transport of City and Region – Discussion with NESTRANS 

	
	

	
2. Minutes and Matters Arising

	The Chairperson shared updated drafts of the Civic Forum Constitution that was currently be developed, which was including responses and recommendations from members as it was being developed.

The Group resolved:

To thank the Chairperson for the continued development of the Constitution, and sharing updates over the months ahead for deliberation and approval at future meeting.
	






Jonathan Smith 

	3. Civic Forum Representatives Update 






 - Community Justice, including Reform and Support

 - City Centre Masterplan 

 - Community Representation to Community Planning Groups

 - Partner Projects


	
The Chairperson shared updates on the negotiation for resources and finances for the Civic Forum.

The Chairperson also reported that he was in contact with ACVO to explore options and guidance for any registration or insurance. For example, as Unincorporated Association, Incorporated Association,Charity, etc

The Group resolved:

To thank the Chairperson for continuing to meet with Community Planning and ACVO colleagues toward securing the resources and finances to support the Civic Form and its role in supporting and bringing forward the views of communities.
	





Jonathan Smith

	
4. Community Planning – Priorities and views of communities
	
There was a report on a number of 'Participatory Budgeting' projects being developed throughout the city, which were likely to focus on key locations of 'Regeneration' and pockets throughout the city where communities are experiencing inequalities.

It was explained that PB (Participatory Budgeting) is where community, third sector and voluntary groups in the community make applications to an amount of funding available, and are then invited to give presentations on their idea at a public event where residents vote for which projects they would most like to support with the available funding.

The Chairperson also advised that the Scottish Government was inviting invitations to the 'Community Choices Fund' where £750, 000 was being made available to Community Groups and another £750, 000 made available to Local Authorities (Councils) and Public Services to host their own Participatory Budgeting events.

He reported that he would be willing to create an application to the fund on behalf of the Civic Forum to host a PB event, and that even if not successful in the application to host the event, it could be helpful to build capacity and experience of the Civic Forum and its members to send in an application.

There was a discussion on themes and priorities that the event could focus on such as Social Inclusion, Bring the Community Together, Health and Wellbeing and places in the city where the event could be held such as Rosemount, George Street, Gilcomstone and more rural areas around the city. This is because Torry, Northfield, Middlefield and Mastrick would likely have events with Community Planning, and so focusing on areas not covered as fully by the Community Planning Partnership's Locality Plan.

The Group resolved:

To support the Chairperson in creating an application to the Community Choices Fund, and continue to follow trends and patterns in the city to identify areas in need of support by Community Planning, in addition to the key area identified in the Locality Plan.


	




















Jonathan Smith

Members

	
5. Future
Meetings
	

Robert Henderson: 

- There is some concern of whether 'green space' areas including a play which was moved due to a planning development would be reinstalled, as was guaranteed at the time.

The Chairperson suggested that this could be taken forward by Representatives to the 'Sustainable City' Group which includes ensuring adequate green space and space for physical activity. In the first, to address the issue as experienced in Bucksburn in Newhills and secondly to ensure that this does not happen elsewhere in the city, as the precedent of going unchecked could lead to this happening elsewhere.

It was also suggested that updates to this would be welcomed at future meetings as to whether there has been any progress from developers or planning officials.

(The month of July was scheduled as Summer Break, and so the next meeting of the Civic Forum would be taking place in August, 2017.)

	





Civic Forum Representatives



Robert Henderson

	
6.  Any Other Competent Business
	
Liz Howarth: 

- Recently attended an LGBT Network networking, and could follow up with Representatives toward attendance to Civic Forum. There were previously LGBTQAI* Groups which were members of and attended Civic Forum but have re-formed since then.

The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson also suggested that they could make contact with GREC (Grampian Regional Equality Council), NESEN (North East Scotland Equality Network), DEP (Disability Equality Partnership) to increase equality and breadth of representation.

It was also suggested that all member would be welcome to continue to suggest Community of Interest / Community Groups toward attendance to and potentially membership of Civic Forum for future.

- On behalf of Ethnic Minority Forum, 'We Are the World Day' and 'One World Day' taking place soon with details to be shared with members.

Faith-Jason Robertson-Foy:

- Food Train was considering becoming active in Aberdeen, which provides support for older people with access to meals at home. It was reported that there could be more conversations with Food Train and Care Provider services in Aberdeen as to whether this would be possible.

- Some communities looking into having 'Community Defibrilators' installed but very few sources of funding that could help to secure this. Liz Howarth
advised that there may be some sources she is aware of, of which details could be shared.

(There was not Any Other Competent Business brought forward.)
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Vice-Chairperson

Members









Faith-Jason and any interested members
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